Newsletter #2

Project RIDE AND SMILE

It is again time to see what we have done, and what we will do, all of us, the partners of the
RIDE AND SMILE project. Activities continue at a good pace after the launching of the project
website, and step by step, we approach close to our other objectives.

Tamwork is valued highly in RIDE AND SMILE, starting from us the partners, to our faithful
audience, teachers and parents too, as well as the children at the center focus of it all - with
teamwork efforts and contributions, we note progress toward our goals!
And, because we value the opinions of teachers and parents immensely, we conducted a
survey with relevant focal points to this project; infrastructure, cycling, and digital literacy
among children.
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What answers did the surveys for teachers and parents show?

For our conducted surveys, main motivation was the need to find out more about the children who go to school with a bicycle, whether all of them have a bicycle or not. Also, what
are the difficulties to reach the school in this transport way, whether another transport
method is used besides the bicycle, or even what is the distance between the child’s home
and the school. In this context too, we were also curious about the children’s digital skills, as
a major factor in their daily lives, and as an important segment for visiting our project website, as well as the Interactive Learning Platform that will follow.
The answers varied from country to country, even though there were quite a few similarities
in most areas.
Overall, the surveys have shown that classes range between 20 and 30 pupils on average,
and not all use the bicycle to arrive at school. In fact, if it’s not 50% of children, then much
less, percentage-wise off them, cycle to school. Most children do own their own bicycle,
despite the conditions that would normally prevent them to use it for their daily needs to
school.
In this context, among the most common reasons for not cycling to school (or other needs)
was the insufficient traffic safety, i.e., infrastructure issues. And finally, almost every child
uses or has access to smartphones, laptops, and less on average for the tablets, and no significantly major obstacles were noted when it came to digital literacy in general (if not
owning a personal smartphone/laptop is excluded in a small percent overall).

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This newsletter reflects the views only of the
authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained
therein.

What is BTS - Bike to School, and why is it important within RIDE AND SMILE?
The Bike to School challenge represents a noble initiative by parents that willingly organize
to be company for the children when they go to school - using a bicycle. Still, the best thing
is that this initiative became an official Association in 2018, and recently, on 30th of April
2021, they have been a part of a challenge for promoting cycling to school; a challenge
including larger Italian cities, with 40 schools included and total included 500 children who
went to school that day by bicycle. Shedding light on such an important topic, done the
right and fun way.
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Inspired by the BTS, this is a great idea to try out:
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In progress - Our research of best practices and development of the ILP - Interactive
Learning Platform
All of us, the partners, have been engaged in a preliminary research for best practices on
national and broader level - for any useful suggestions that would contribute to the functionality and creativity of execution of the ILP Interactive Learning Platform, or more precisely, for its geo-specific segments implemented by the partners Paris-Lodron-Universitat
of Salzburg.

With that goal in mind, every project partner has completed a contributory desk research,
and the suggestions to be used as good examples, such as mobile apps, websites, digital
lesson clusters, community platforms across Europe, but also USA that were developed by
ministries of infrastructures across the countries, the partner organizations of RIDE AND
SMILE, and also national organizations across the partner countries and broader. All of
these apps, websites, platforms and similar, are intended for the target groups: pupils,
youths, families, teachers, and sports or cycling enthusiasts as well.
By referring to good examples and practices, the ILP will be created to the full quality
potential; all for improving the way children and youths use their bicycle, tracking the
cycling distances and successes, supporting the Bike to School challenge for the European
schools’ pupils, and partnering with local cycling shops and bike-shops and similar.
We’re working toward this huge initiative, so stay tuned!
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And of course, for more news in the meantime, follow our Facebook page.
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